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Article 6

the statement, "The fact that the
chances that the infant will be
normal in spite of the mother's in
fection are much better than was
formerly thought seems a valid
reason not to interrupt the preg
If ·every woman with
nancy,
German · measles in early preg
nancy has an 88 per cent chance
to .have a normal child, should we
permit a doctor on his own opinion
to destroy the unborn child? Doc
tors, as yet, are not endowed with
infallibility and prescience to pre
dict the sex of an unborn child let
alone to determine whether a child
will suffer any physical or mental
defect.
FOURTH: Does the law· coun
tenance an abortion where the
pregnancy resulted from rape by
force or its equivalent ... or from
· incest? Again there is no statute
of any state in the United States
nor reported decision which coun
tenances such abortions. In cases
such as rape the doctor is asked to
execute the unborn child because
his mother has been ravaged. Some
doctors may have aborted a worn-

140

an in such circumstances but many
have felt that the trauma of the
abortions would have been more
d,",tructive than permitting the
pi .:inancy
.
to go to full term and
ha'-"' the child relinquished for
adoption.
It is hoped that the final draft
of the American Law Institute's
Model Penal Code will not disre
gard the modern advances in med
icine and the better reasoning
found in the recent tort cases that
give support and protection to the
unborn. It would be better if the
final draft. if it is to indulge in
advocacy, would advocate the out
lawing of abortion. If the Penal
Code is to be a restatement of the
criminal law then it should respect
the statutes and decisions of our
states. May the final draft not be
a pretended code encouraging
a'bortion on more and easier
grounds.
This is submitted with respect
and as an outgrowth of deep inter
est in encouraging higher and bet
ter medical and legal standards.
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Lord during Hi, , 1 :·. l · , 1
the number of u"1 ,. ·
f', ''
make mention of Hi!
• c :i 1 1
r · n·, ,1,
the sick is cause for \\
"Signs" were constantly ,J ·11�11,i··
as proof of His divinity. Evny
where He went was the , idr.1r,1,
"Give us a sign ... " Many \voulcl
not believe ,in Him otherwise. He
must have been deeply hurt at this
continual demand, but the sick and
the. infirm. knew His great com
passion and through them He
manifested to those i n sistent
doubters the power that was Hi,
alone.
Artists have touched brush to
paintings of "Christ Healing t?e
Sick" and prayers have been wnt
ten in numbers to ask His help for
those ill of many diseases.
Those whose lives are dedicated
to caring for the sick can take com
fort in Our Lord's great concern
for the unfortunate and can be
Miss Read is Assistant Editor of this
journal.
NOVEMBER, 1959

READ

called "Other Christs" for His
sake.
St. Matthew was the first of the
Evangelists who wrote the Holy
Cospel of Jesus Christ. It is the
' -drness of this first writing that
, appeal for your scribe and the
, rm for choosing this Gospel to
tc. \v Our Lord in "going among
t: ,, eople and doing good."
A reading reve·als that no less
than thirty times there i_s mention
of sickness in some form, either of
the body or of the spirit. The first
simple statement occurs soon after
He began calling together His
Apostles. He had left Nazareth
and come to dwell in Capharnaum.
Walking by the sea of Galilee,
Peter and Andrew were the first
invited to "leave their nets to fol
low Him." James and, John like
wise "left the mending of their nets
and father and followed Him."
Chapter 4, verse 23 reads: And
Jesus went about all Galilee, te�ch
ing i'n their synagogues and
preaching the gospel of the king
dom and healing all manner of
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sickness and every infirmity among
the people. And, again, in the
same chapter, verse 21 - And his
fame went throughout all Syria:
and they presented to him all sick
people that were taken with divers
d·iseases and torments and such as
were possessed by devils and luna
tics and those that had the palsy:
and he cured them.
Chapter 8 follows the Sermon
on the Mount. When Our Lord
came dO'.vn from the mountain,
great multitudes followed Him.
Verses 2-1 relate: And behold a
leper came and adored him, say
ing: Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst
make me clean. And Jesus stretch
ing forth his hand, touched him
saying: I will. Be thou mad�
clean. And forthwith his leprosy
. was cleansed. And Jesus saith to
him: See thou tell no man: but
go, shew thyself to the priest and
offer the gift which Moses com
manded for a testimony unto them.
The well-remembered narrative
of the centurion whose servant was
sick follows in verses 5-13: And
when he had entered into Caphar
naum, there came to him a centur
ion, beseeching him. And saying:
Lord, my servant lieth. at home
sick of the palsy and is grievously
tormented. And Jesus saith to him:
I will come and heal him. And the
centurion making answer, said:
Lord, I am not worthy that thou
shouldst enter urider my roof; but
only say the word and my servant
shall be healed. For I also am a
man subject to authority, having
under me soldiers; and . I say to
this, Go, and he goeth, and to an
other, Come, and he cometh, and
142

to my servant, Do this, and he
doeth it. And Jesus hearing this,
m<1rvelled and said to them that
f, 'iowed him: Amen I say to you,
I we not found so great faith in
l, ,el. I say to you that many
s,1all come from east and the west,
and shall sit down with Abraham
and Isaac and Jacob in the king�
dom of heaven: But the children
of the kingdom shall be cast out
into the exterior darkness. There
shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. And Jesus said to the cen
turion: Go, and as thou has be
lieved so b e it done to thee. And
the servant was healed at the same
hour.
Peter's family was spared the
loss of a dear member. Verses 14
and 15 relate simply - And when
Jesus was come into Peter's house,
h_e saw his wife's mother lying and
sick of a fever. He touched her
hand and the fever left her: and
she arose and ministered to them.
Two passages follow that indi
cate His great missio·n to help the
multitudes ( verses 16 and 17):
And when evening was come, they ·
brought to him many that were
possessed with devils: and he cast
out the spirits with his word: and
all that were sick he healed: that
it might be fulfilled, which was
spoken by the prophet Isaias, say
ing: He took our infirmities and
bore our diseases.
The boat in which Christ and
the disciples had put out from
shore would have been lost at sea
had Our Lord not risen from sleep
and miraculously stilled the tem
pest. On the other side of the
water, He drove the devils out of
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two men possessed
s·: 'i,·red
them to go into the sv.. i
· r:sh
in the sea.
" r
Entering a boat, He 1
)\'
the water and came t
city. Chapter 9 relates
orable miracles of heal•
Verses 2-8 tell of faitJ
ness: And behold they ,
him one sick of the pa:
a bed. And Jesus. ,:, � ·
faith, said to the m,J;· ,, .
palsy: Be of good h(".,r,
�: 1 ,ci
sins are forgiven t :1,
some of the scrihc., ,., ' · ... ,in
themselves: ·He blasphe,,,- ,.. ;, ,,1,
seeing their th,H·ght,, .
-,- f \
do you think ,. ' • , · , , ,: 1 , , , i
Whether it is
r '·
sins are forgiver, 1 '. '( • ("
Arise, and walk? l3u. 1. 'i, '
know that the Son o,
power on ·earth to fo1 �
( then said he to the m.:ii. •:. J ,,
the palsy): Arise, take up tll \ h, c
and go into thy house. He ,irnse
and went iHto his house. Aud the
multitude seeing it, feared, and
glorified God that gave such power
. to men. ·
Jesus, Himself, spoke to the
Pharisees who asked the dis<.i;�lcs
why their Master ate with publi
cans and sinners. His own brief
reply is fo�nd in verses 12 and 13:
But Jesus hearing it, sai_d: They
that are in health need not a phy
sician, but they that are ill. Go
then and learn what this meaneth,
I will have mercy and not sacrifice.
For I am not come to call the just,
but sinners.
The daughter of Jairus lay dead
and he came to Jesus pleading for
His help. Immediately Our Lord
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rcse up, but b, :ire He could be on
the way, a wn :an of great faith
and ill for maPv years touched His
robe, and wa, cured. The poig
nant events are rclc1ted in verses
18-26: As he \\·a,, speaking these
things unto the1 behold a certain
ruler came and adored him, say
ing: Lord, my daughter is even
now dead; but come, lay thy hand
upon her and she shall live. And
Jesus rising up followed him, with
his disciples. And behold a woman
who was troubled with an issue of
blood twelve years came behind
him and touched the hem of his
garment. For she said within her
self: If I shall touch only · his gar
ment, I shall be healed.
The sightless, too. knew His
,·nm passion ( verses 27-31 ) : And
Jesus passed from thence, there
,wed him two blind men crying
,nd saying, Have mercy on us,
':>n of David. When he was
to the house, the blind men
, "''"' to him. And Jesus saith to
th, ,1: Do you believe that I can
do this unto you? They say to
him: Yea, Lord. Then he touched
their eyes, saying: According to
your faith, be it done unto you.
And their eyes were opened. And
Jesus strictly charged them, say
ing: See that no man know this.
But they going out, spread his
fame abroad in all that country.
He who could not speak was
cured ( verses 32-36): And when
they were gone out, behold they
brought him a dumb man, pos
sessed with a devil. And after the
devil was cast out the dumb man
spoke. And the multitudes won
dered. saying: Never was the like
143

seen in Israel. But the Pharisees saying: Is it lawful to heal on the
said: By the prince of devils he sabbath days? that they might ac
casteth out devils. And Jesus went cuse him. But he said to them:
about all the cities, and towns, Vv'hat man shall there be among
teaching in their synagogues, and y . that hath one sheep; and if the
preaching the gospel of the king s, .ue fall into a pit on the sabbath
dom and healing· every disease and d"/, will he not take hold on it
every infirmity. Seeing the multi and lift it up? How much .better
tudes, he had compassion oh them: is a man than a sheep? Therefore
because they were distressed and it is lawful to do a good deed on
lying like sheep that have no the sabbath days. Then he saith
shepherd.
to the man: Stretch forth thy
So great was Jesus' desire to do hand. And he stretched it forth,
· His Father's Will "having called and it was restored to health even
his twelve disciples together, he as the other. And the Pharisees
gave · them power over unclean going out m_ade a consultation
spirits, to cast them out and to heal against him, how they might de
all manner of disease and all man stroy him. But Jesus knowing it
ner of infirmities." In verse 8 of retired from thence. And many fol
chapter JO, He directs: Heal the lowed him; and he healed them all.
sick, raise the dead, cleanse the
Still another poor creature was
lepers, cast out devils. Freely have brought forward ( verse·22) : Then
ycm received: freely give.
was offered to him one possessed
Commands were tempered with with a devil, blind and dumb; and
promise. Verse 42 reads: And he healed him, so that he spoke
whosoever shall give to drink to and saw.
one of . these little ones a cup of
When the multitudes expressed
cold water only in the name of a amazement at the things they saw
disciple, amen I say to you, he and heard and asked: Is not this
shall not lose his reward.
the son of David? The Pharisees
In chapter 11 Christ s�nds back would have none of it claiming that
John's disciples to relate the extent Jesus cast out devils by Beelzebub
of His labors ( verse 5) : The blind the prince of the devils ( verse 24).
see, the lame walk, the lepers are They did this to incite the people
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead against Him.
rise again, the poor have the gospel
Herod the Tetrarch had appre
preached to them.
hended John the Baptist; in prison
Healing on the Sabbath was he had been beheaded. His dis
considered unlawful. To ensnare ciples came and took the body and
Jesus, the prlest confronted Him buried it and came and told Jesus.
with the act of mercy He per When Jesus had heard, he retired
formed -in their synagogue ( chap from thence by a boat into a desert
ter 12. verses 10-1?): Arn;i behold place apart: but the multitudes
there was a man who had a with heard of it and followed him on
ered hand. And they asked him foot out of the cities. Again ( chap144
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ter 14, vecse 14), An i he coming
forth saw a great mult. ·· 1 ,,,..d he
had compassion on ·
·md
healed their sick.
One's eye can see th<' , ,: , rJ
'," .
the boat tossed on dw
Our Lord walking on 11'<
water- Peter, frighte1v:d
ing ·to Him to be sa,e<l, ,,•
asking Him to bid th.·
' f
come to Him if it were not ,, � c
parition; then the ,,·opr'er ,.f C 11,i.;"
calling this frightened fc'. 1i,),, ·,·
whose lack of fai,h woul ' '1.ivc
caused him to pcrn,h in the sea,
had not the M.1,-tcr •tr,•1 h,'J out
His hand for •:ifrl\. \\'f,, , they
finally came· •i < 1 d·
1<1. ·• the
wind ceased. fl., .. 1<; P• ·'
r' .c
the water, they c-11 , • r
country of Genesar. \, ,.,. ·,
36 give furt�er account,,' • i, ;,, .
miracles. And when tb, ••" •
that place had knowledge ,/ i ''"
they sent into all that counL,) :.nc
brought to him all that were <lis
eased. They besought him that
they might touch but the hem of
his garment. And as many as
touched were made whole.
I� chapter 15, St. Matthew gives
account of Our Lord reproving the
scribes and Pharisees for hypoc
risy. Then traveling to the coasb
of Ty,e and Sidon, a woman of
Canaan came crying to Him, beg
ging that He have mercy as her
daughter was grievously troubled
by a devil. He answered not a
word and His disciples felt she
should be sent away and not
trouble them further. But the wom
an persisted, begging for help. He
answered saying: It is not good to
take the bread of the children and
NOVEMBER.
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to cast it to the dogs. But she said:
Yea, L<;>rd; fo;· the whelps also eat
of the crumbs that fall from the
table of their masters. Then Jesus
answering, said to her: 0 woman,
great is thy faith. Be it done to
thee as thou wilt. And her daugh
ter was cured from that hour.
( verses 26-28).
Journeying onward. Jesus and
his disciples came to the sea of
Galilee, Then going up into a
mountain, he sat there. In chapter
I 5, verses 30-31 continue: And
there came to him great multitudes.
having with them the dumb, the
blind, the lame. the maimed and
many others. And they cast them
down at his feet. And he healed
them: So that the multitudes mar
v lied, seeing the dumb speak, the
:, me walk; the blind see. And they
u . ified the God of Israel.
. ,r would Jesus send them
,_. hungry. Verses 32-39 re
c, ,i the awesome multiplication
of ihe loaves and 'fishes. Calling
together the disciples Our Lord
said: I have compassion on the
multitudes, because they continue
with me now three days and have
not what to eat. And I will not
send them away fasting, lest they
faint in the way. And the disciples
say unto him: Whence then should
we have so many loaves in the
desert as to fill so great a multi
tude? And Jesus said to them:
How many loaves have you? But
they said: Seven, and a few little
fishes. And he commanded the
vast crowd to sit down on the
ground.· And taking the seven
loaves and the fishes and giving
thanks, he brake and gave to his
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disciples: and the disciples gave to
the people. And they did all eat.
and had their fill. And they took
up seven baskets full, of what re
mained of the fragments.And they
that did eat were four thousand
rrien, besides children and women.
And hav' ing dismissed the multi
tude, he went up into a· boat and
came into the coast ·of Magedan.
Jesus began to show his disciples
that he must go t9 Jerusalem and
suffer many things.The time came
when He took with him Peter and
James and John and his brother
and brought them to a high moun
tain. Here He was transfigured
before them; the glory of it all they
were to tell no man "Till the Son
of man be risen from the dead."
And coming down from the moun
· tain they came to the multitude
out of which crowd there came to
him a man falling down on his
knees before him, saying: Lord,
have pity on my son, for he is a
lunatic and suffereth much: for he
falleth often into the fire and often
into the water. And I brought him
to thy disciples and they could not
cure him. Then Jesus answered
and said: 0 unbelieving and per
verse generation, how long shall
I be with you? How long shall I
suffer you? Bring him hither to me.
And Jesus rebuked him. And the
devil went out of him: and the
child was cured from that hour.
Then came the disciples to Jesus
secretly and said: Why could not
we cast him out? Jesus said to
them:· Because of your unbelief.
For. amen I say to you, if you have
faith as a grain of mu.stard seed.
_YOU shall say to this mountain. Re146

mo,'- from hence hither, and it
shall �emove; and nothing shall be
impossible to you. But this kind
i!- �t cast out but by prayer and

f.

19. ( chapter 16, verses 14-19.)

, erywhere crowds were with
·�. He departed from Galilee
,.1. _ came into the coasts of Judea.
bq,ond Jordan. And great multi
tudes followed him: and he healed
them there ( chapter 19, verses
1-2 ).
St. Matthew relates the plea of
the mother of the sons of Zebedee
who had great hopes that her be
loved offspring might have the
right and left places in Christ's
kingdom. Jesus' reply is well
known to all. And when they,
Our Lord and the disciples, went
out from Jericho. a great multitude
followed him. And· behold two
blind men sitting by the wayside
heard that Jesus passed by. And
they cried out, saying: 0 Lord,
thou son of David, have mercy on
us. And the multitude rebuked
them that they should hold their
peace.But they cried out the more.
saying: 0 Lord, thou son of David, have mercy on us. And
Jesus stood and called them and
said: What will ye that I do to
you? And they say to him: Lord.
that our eyes be opened. Jesus
having compassion on them,
touched their eyes. And immedi
ately they saw and followed him
( chapter 20, uerses 29-34).

Shouts of "Hosanna to the son
of David. Blessed is he that com
eth in the name of the Lord: Ho
sanna in the highest!" followed
Jesus as he entered Jerusalem. A
very great multitude spread their
LINACRE QUARTERLY

garments in the wa,
;ers
cut boughs from t�
.nd
strewed them in the
-,d
--1
Jesus went into the te,
and cast out all them 1i
1, I
bought in the templt
threw the tables of ,
changers and the ch<1;,,
that sold doves. Ancl
them: It i_ s written, l\l
be called the house .,, ,
you have made it a cl ,. ,
Midst anger, tho Otu 1 ,
ic-!1� t
pity as St.Matt}-,,
there came to h:i, ,111· t. n, ... , 1
"<
lt
the lame in ti-.,,
healed them" ..,.,

14).

•'·
In speaking
ment the stricken at ,,
Chapter 25, verses .J,
43, and 44, tell us "TL.
king say to them that � 1 -,
his right hand: Come ye
of my Father, possess yo,,
kingdom prepared for you frotr lln
foundation ·of the world.For I was
sick. and you visited me ... Then
shall the just answer him, saying:
Lord, when did we see thee sick
. : . and come to thee? And the
king answering shall say to th�m ·
Amen I say to you, as long as ,,
did it to one of these my le.,,
brethren; you did it to me." For
those ·on the left hand of_ God. the
reverse is true. These shall go into
everlasting punishment.
Suffering supreme - the Passion
and death of. Jesus - are simply
related in various verses of chapter
27. ... And when morning was
come, all the chief priests and an
cients of the people took counsel
against Jesus. that they might put
NOVEMBER, 1959

h -n to death. And they brought
h,-n bound a1 · delivered him to
Pontius Pilat.• he overnor. . . .
Then he relea -ed to them Barab
bas; and ha,·i1,g �courged Jesus,
delivered him •.mto them [the peo
ple] to be cruci d. Then the sol
diers of the go· nor taking Jesus
into the hall. \:)athered together
unto him the whole band. And
stripping him, they put a scarlet
cloak about him. And platting a
crown of thorns, they put it upon
his head, and a reed in his right
hand. And bowing the knee be
fore him, they mocked him, say
ing: Hail, King of the Jews. And
spitting upon him, they ·took the
reed and struck his head. And
·1fter they had mocked him, they
ok off the cloak from him and
t on him his own garments and
him away to crucify him ....
they came to the place that is
l Golgotha, which is the place
'alvary. And they gave him
to drink mi_ngled with gall.
A ' when he had tasted, he would
not drink. And after -they had
crucified him, they divided his gar
ments, casting lots.... And they
sat and watched him. And they
put over his head his cause writ
ten: THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF
THE JEWS.... Now from the sixth
hour, there was darkness over the
whole earth, until the ninth hour.
And about the ninth hour, Jesus
cried with a loud voice, saying:
Eli. Eli. lamma sabacthani? That
is. My God. My God, why hast
thou forsaken me? And some that
stood there and heard said: This
man called Elias. And immediately
one of them running took a sponge
and filled it with vinegar and put
147

it on a reed and ga,·e him to drink.
And the others said: Let be. Let
us see whether Elias will come to
deliver him. And Jesus, again cry
ing with a loud voice, yielded up
the ghost.
And He Who loved mankind.
with particular compassion for

those ill in body or in spirit, gave
His own life on a cross, suffering
for those He came to save. His
fo'lowers can only hope to give
"
.1s" of His mercy through love
o. compassion when the oppor
rt, , � is theirs to "go about doing
.
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Bier, W. J. (S.J.): Goals in pastoral
counseling, Pastoral Psychology, 10:i'13, February, 1959.
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Pastoral counseling, about \Vhich there
is considerable confusion, is neither guid
ance nor psychotherapy. Guidance, tech
nically speaking, is a derivative of edu
cation, · in which the object is to impart
information of some sort. as befits a
teacher. Psychotherapy is a derivative of
psychiatry, the object of which is to
diagnose and treat mental disorder. But
many people cannot be helped by guid
ance, and do not need psychotherapy.
For them, proper care may be expressed
as counseling, a derivative of psychology,
which stands between guidance and psyLINACRE QuARTERLY
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,hotherapy. It is concerned with the
<levelopment of self-understanding, not by
advice, but by helping the person to think
out the solution for himself. It involves
i,1ore than a mere solution of the problem,
and looks rather to the development of
,tttitudes more emotional than intellectual.
As such, it must necessarily involve per
,,.nal relationships.
As counselor, the pastor should limit
"' so If to people who are normal. and
,ider his counseling as an adjunct to
,rat care, which is primarily religious.
1nnot allow himself to become a
counselor. There is a problem,
r, in uniting counseling and over...
�ral aims. The objective of each
,ct. The goal of pastoral care is
, 1th God; that of counseling, psy
,:al insight. The pastoral counselor
mu, ·. ep both in mirid, and use the one
to "'., t the other. Hence, pastoral coun
seling should make men more· able freely
to accept God's plan for them. With this
in mind, it is clear that the pastoral coun
selor ought to restrict himself to people
whose problems have some religious over
tones: others should be referred to secular
counselors, although it is not always
readily apparent whether a religious diffi
culty is radically one of personality mal

adjustment or vice versa. Functioning in

the ways noted. pastoral counseling can
be both supportive of other types of
counseling and therapeutic in its own
- C.A.W.
right.
Godin, A. (S.J.): Action therapeutique
et action pastorate, La Vie ,Spirituelle
S11pplement, 11:21-30, January-March,
1958.

There is a real unity in the human
persona'!ity, even in the neurotic person
ality. A weakness in one faculty always
means a weakness of the total personality.
But there is a distinction between psychi-
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